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РОССИЙСКИЕ ОТКРЫТЫЕ ЗАОЧНЫЕ КОНКУРСЫ-ОЛИМПИАДЫ 2009/2010 УЧЕБНЫЙ ГОД ■ ЗАДАНИЯ ПЕРВОГО ТУРА 

номинация «Incredible Britannia» ▪ конкурс для учащихся 9 - 11 классов

Country and People 
 

Task 1 (10 points) 

In 1970, the BBC showed a series of programmes 

about the history of the British Empire. Before the 

series started, they advertised it. The advertisement 

mentioned: “England‟s history”. Within a few 

hours, the BBC had received thousands of angry 

calls of protest and it was forced to make an apolo-

gy. Who do you think the angry callers were? Why 

did the BBC apologize? 
 

History 
 

Task 2 (8 points) 

There are some important dates in British history. 

Why are they so significant for Englishmen? 

1. 55 B.C. 
2. 1066 
3. 1215 

4. 1455-1485 
5. 1649 
6. 1666 
7. 1805 
8. 1953 

 

The monarchy and political life 
 

Task 3 (10 points) 

А. As far as the law is concerned, the Queen 

(now it is Elizabeth II) can choose anybody she 

likes to run the government for her. There are no 

restrictions on whom she picks as her Prime Minis-

ter. It does not have to be somebody who has been 

elected. She could choose us; she could even choose 

you. Is it really so? 
 

B.  In most Parliaments in the western world 

(and in our country too), the place where repre-

sentatives debate is in the form of a semi-circle. But 

in Britain, there are two sets of rows facing each 

other. Why the British Parliament different in this 

respect? 

 
Education 

 

Task 4 (10 points) 

English schools usually divide their year into three 

„terms‟, starting at the beginning of September: 
 

Autumn 

term 

Christmas 

holiday 

(about 2 

weeks) 

Spring 

term 

Easter 

holiday 

(about 2 

weeks) 

Summer 

term 

Summer 

holiday 

(about 6 

weeks) 
 

In addition, all schools have a „half-term‟ (kind of 

holidays), lasting a few days or a week in the mid-

dle of each term. 

Compare the English school-year with the Russian 

one. Do you like their way? Why? 
 

Housing 
 

Task 5 (10 points) 

British people living in flats in other parts of Eu-

rope have sometimes been absolutely horrified 

when they realize that they are supposed to have the 

same colour flowers on their balconies as all the 

other flats in the block. Why are they so horrified? 
 

Holidays and special occasions 
 

Task 6 (12 points) 

A. Name the date of the occasion: 

1. Shrove Tuesday 

2. Mother‟s Day 

3. Good Friday 

4. Father‟s Day 

5. Queen‟s Official Birthday 

6. Halloween 

7. Boxing Day 

B. There is a science-fiction story in which beings 

from outer space fly over Britain one night and con-

clude that planet Earth is full of barbaric, cruel 

people. Which night was it? How did they form this 

impression?  
 

Task 7 (5 points) 
 

Now we are waiting for your own task. If it is 

interesting and unusual we will use it in our next 

contest. Don‟t also forget about your opinion.  

 

 


